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Eco-extremists 
say they 
vandalized 
(EO'shome 


‘VERY PERSONAL 


Tom BLACKWELL 


Environmental activists say 
they doused an oil company 
CEO’s home with paint and 
extensively damaged his cars 
during a recent nighttime 
raid in Quebec City, a rare 
and “very personal” target- 
ing by eco-extremists of an 
industry executive. 

An anonymous article 
from the supposed perpetra- 
tors said their goal was to 
dismantle Quebec’s fledgling 
oil and gas business, men- 
tioning, in particular, frack- 
ing operations in the prov- 
ince’s Gaspé region. 

They also claimed al- 
legiance with Indigenous 
groups in the message re- 
posted by the U.S.-based Site 
Intelligence Group. 

“We have smashed the 
windows of his cars, without 
forgetting to slash the tires. 
We also covered the house in 
paint,” they said of Jean-Yves 
Lavoie, the CEO of Junex Inc. 
“We will do what is necessary 
in order to stop companies 
like Junex from carrying out 
their destructive plans.” 

An earlier posting on an 
activist blog had urged ac- 
tion against Quebec’s oil and 
gas industry — which was 
controversially given a green 
light by provincial legislation 
last year — and named Lavoie 
as one potential target. 

Junex recently partnered 
with a Quebec government 
agency on one of its oil pro- 
jects in the Gaspésie. A 
spokeswoman said the execu- 
tive did not want to comment 
on the matter because it is 
under criminal investigation. 

See RAID on Page A8 


MILITANT GROUPS CALL FOR ‘INTIFADA 


JERUSALEM'S _ 
days of rage 


AFTER TRUMP DECLARATION 


JOSEF FEDERMAN 


JERUSALEM e° Thousands of Pal- 
estinian protesters clashed with 
Israeli forces in east Jerusalem and 
the West Bank Thursday while dem- 
onstrators in the Gaza Strip burned 
U.S. flags and pictures of President 
Donald Trump in a show of rage 
over the American decision to rec- 
ognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital. 

Israeli forces were bracing for 
the possibility of even stronger 
violence on Friday, when tens of 
thousands of Palestinians attend 
weekly prayers at Jerusalem’s Al 
Aqsa Mosque, the city’s most sacred 
Islamic site. In Gaza, the leader of 
the Hamas extremist group called 
on Palestinians to launch a new up- 
rising against Israel. 

“This Zionist policy supported 
by the U.S. cannot be confronted 
unless we ignite a new intifada,” 
said Ismail Haniyeh. “Jerusalem is 
being kidnapped and ripped from 
us.” Soon after the speech, Hassan 
Nasrallah, the leader of Hezbollah, 
the Lebanese militant group backed 
by Iran, said he supported the call 


for a new Palestinian intifada. 

Both Hezbollah and Hamas have 
considerable arsenals but neither 
group said they planned to turn 
them on Israel. 

However, Israeli intelligence has 
said in the past that it believes both 
groups would like to incite a mass 
uprising by ordinary Palestinians. 

Thousands of Palestinians and Is- 
raelis died in two previous uprisings. 

The Palestinians were blindsided 
by Trump’s move to depart from 
decades of U.S. policy on Jerusalem 
and upend long-standing inter- 
national assurances that the fate of 
the city would be determined in ne- 
gotiations. 

The Palestinians seek east Jeru- 
salem, captured by Israel in 1967, as 
their capital. Israel claims the entire 
city, including east Jerusalem, home 
to sensitive Jewish, Muslim and 
Christian holy sites, as its undivided 
capital. 

See CLASH on Page A12 
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Mice-control technicians 


fired as tree-seed plant closes 


JAKE EDMISTON 


ANGUS, ONT. ° At a government 
compound in rural Ontario, there 
are stockpiles of tree seeds, billions 
of them, all catalogued and tested 
and waiting to be planted. 

The inherent threat for this fac- 
tory and its pine cones, acorns, 
fruit and seed is the vermin. 
So the provincial govern- 
ment has employed two cats. 

Pepper and Sammy are 
paid by the taxpayers of 
Ontario in room, board 
and veterinary care. 
These “mice-control 
technicians,” as one 
bureaucrat called 
them, are the rea- 
son there is no 
rodent problem 
at the Ontario 


Tree Seed Plant in Angus, Ont., 
about 120 kilometres north of To- 
ronto. 

The cats are soon to be fired, 
however. The government will 
shutter the plant next September. 

But critics are attacking the de- 
cision not so much for the cats as 
the future viability of native On- 
tario trees. Since the 1920s, 

the Tree Seed Plant has 
taken in various 
a 


kinds of seed, 
each needing a spe- 
cialized machine. 
Certain types of pine 
cones are tumbled in spin- 
ning kilns — like big clothes 
dryers — to shake out the 
seeds tucked inside. 
See CATS on Page A2 
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MENAHEM KAHANA / AFP / GETTY IMAGES 
An Israeli police officer fights with a Palestinian protester outside Damascus Gate in Jerusalem's Old City on Thursday. 


PM fails 

to export 

his trade 
agenda 


JOHN IvISON 


Comment from 
Guangzhou, China 


Justin Trudeau’s last day in 
China started with an eye- 
dotting ceremony, the trad- 
ition of marking the eyes of 
dancers’ lion costumes with 
symbolic blood. 

Chinese tradition sug- 
gests the dots — red, sym- 
bolizing fire, life and good 
luck — awaken and tame 
the lion. 

The ceremony also gave 
birth to a thousand tortured 
metaphors from my col- 
leagues about how the prime 
minister had failed to tame 
the Chinese and persuade 
them to fall into line with his 
progressive trade agenda. 

Trudeau left China with- 
out the agreement to launch 
free-trade talks that had 
seemed so feasible on his ar- 
rival in Beijing, though in 
his closing press conference 
Thursday the prime minister 
declared victory. 

“We have taken positive 
steps toward a strengthened 
partnership. We have made a 
lot of progress,” he said. 

But that’s a perspective 
unsupported by the facts. 

The Canadian delegation 
arrived in the belief that 
the Chinese had agreed to 
a framework that included 
separate chapters on the 
environment, labour stan- 
dards, state-owned enter- 
prises and public procure- 
ment — preconditions laid 
down by Trudeau during his 
visit last year, and apparent- 
ly accepted by the Chinese. 

See IVISON on Page A8 
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